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Corporate giving
in the Cayman Islands

With the Cayman Islands
Cancer Society’s big fund-
raiser of the year - its spon-
sored Stride Against Cancer
walk/run - having just
passed, a brand new spon-
sored marathon slated for
the end of this month, and a
whole slew of gala dinners in
the pipeline, Business Editor
Lindsey Turnbull looks at the
business of charitable giving
in the Cayman Islands and
finds out just what a philan-
thropic jurisdiction it really
is. First in a two-part series.

he Cayman Islands is a small
I community that relies upon
the charity of others, partic-
ularly those in the corporate sector,
for so many worthwhile fundraising
projects. Charitable donations take
all forms, from monetary donations
to the donation of time, effort and
expertise to those in need in the
community. Donations are made
at corporate level or at a personal
level and many directors and mem-
bers of charitable boards donate the
time and energy for free, all for the
betterment of the island. Whatever
guise the charitable giving takes,
all recipients will no doubt agree
that no donation is too small to
make a difference.

Tim Ridley, former chairman
of the Cayman Islands Monetary
Authority examines the impor-
tance of a community with a spir-
ited attitude to giving: “An effec-
tive commitment to helping those
in need locally and around the
world is a critical part of every
good corporate and community-
spirited citizen. The media, poli-
ticians and charities overseas in
their adverse comments about
Cayman totally overlook our very
strong and established tradition of
helping others less fortunate. And
not just within our own borders
but also internationally. The list
is long and getting longer. But we
all can and should do more, and
every encouragement, support
and recognition must be given to
those who devote so much time
and resources to these causes. It is
a win-win for all.”

Those involved in charities go
to tremendously creative lengths
to inspire others to help with their
cause. Notable examples include
the highly entertaining annual
fundraising gala dinners arranged
by the likes of the Cancer Society,
the Breast Cancer Gala dinner, the
Cystic Fibrosis Trust, the National
Gallery and the Cayman Heart
Fund.

Suzy Soto, chairman of the
Cayman Heart Fund (an organi-
sation which itself is hosting its
major fundraiser of the year, the
Cayman Heart Fund Red Dress
Valentine’s Gala, on 13 February
at The Westin Casuarina) says:
“Our tiny board all donate their
time for free because we all feel
so passionately about our cause.
Cardiovascular disease is the No.
1 killer in the Cayman Islands and
we are doing everything we can to
raise awareness and try to prevent
the disease.”

Spirited dedication out of
tragedy

Kim Lund, owner/broker with
RE/MAX Cayman Islands, details
his involvement in breast cancer
awareness: “In terms of why RE/
MAX got involved, it started
about 12 years ago when my late
wife, Brenda Tibbetts Lund got
breast cancer and realised how
little awareness there was in
Cayman about the warning signs
for this disease and ways of pre-
venting it. She starting working
with the Lions Club of Tropical
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Gardens to raise funds through
an annual walkathon and bring
more education into the commu-
nity about this terrible disease.
Tragically, Brenda died of breast
cancer in 1998 and since then,
| have dedicated my time and
support to help raise funds on
an ongoing basis for the support
of those who had breast cancer
and to help provide education to
aid in the prevention of this dis-
ease. Over the last 12 years,
this effort has grown and evolved
into the Cancer Foundation that
myself, James Bovell, and John
Broadbent have founded to raise
funds and help our local organisa-
tions champion the prevention of
this disease.”

Strength in numbers

In 1998, hedge fund industry pro-
fessionals in the States established
Hedge Funds Care, a charitable
organisation focused on assisting
young victims of abuse. Since
that time, chapters have opened
in New York, San Francisco,
Chicago, Atlanta, Boston, Denver,
Toronto, Cayman, and London.
The organisation comprises those
companies with interests in hedge
funds, including investment man-
agers, investors, prime brokers,
attorneys, accountants, adminis-
trators and information providers.

In particular, the Cayman
Committee of Hearts has represen-
tatives from Butterfield Fulcrum,
Citco, Deloitte, dms Management,
Ernst & Young, IMS, KPMG,
Maples and Calder, Mourant,
Ogier, PWC, Rawlinson and
Hunter, UBS, and Walkers.

Hedge Funds Care Cayman holds
an annual benefit dinner to raise
funds and last year’s event netted
approximately US$250,000 for the
prevention and treatment of child
abuse and neglect in Cayman. In
addition, last year’s event also saw
attendees of the dinner contribute
US$10,475 (CI$8,800) towards
storm shutters for the NCVO’s
Nadine Andreas Foster Home.
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Kenneth Krys at the end of a marathon
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Bollywood event

Tracy Hepburn and Karen McGrath at last year’s Cystic Fibrosis Trust

Terri Quappe, Suzy Soto and Ashleigh O’Neil at last year’'s Cayman Heart
Fund Red Dress Valentine’s Gala

Individuals making a dif-
ference

Veteran marathon runner
Kenneth Krys, of Krys and
Associates, says the one of a
kind trail run that he is helping to

organise for Sunday 28 February
dubbed ‘Off the beaten track’ is
to aid a tremendously good cause,
with monies raised in sponsor-
ship going to the charity Facing
Africa.

He explains: “l became inter-

ested in Facing Africa after par-
ticipating in the Marathon des
Sables in April 2009. The MdS
is a cross-country ultra-mara-
thon which is frequently cited as
the toughest footrace on Earth.
Following from that, a group
of local people who share my
interest in Facing Africa, a chari-
table organisation which seeks to
alleviate the effects of a disease
commonly called NOMA, have
established essentially a local
Cayman chapter of the organisa-
tion.”

Jane Wareham, an active pro-
ponent of Facing Africa gives
some further background:
“Krys & Associates along with
Stuarts attorneys, together with
other prominent corporate spon-
sors have been working in aid
of children suffering from the
de-habilitating disease known
as NOMA. The World Health
Organisation estimates that in
excess of 140,000 children die
needlessly from the flesh eating
disease every year. The children
that contract this disease suffer a
slow death as they lose the use of
their mouths and become unable
to swallow food, to drink water,
to smile.

“Facing Africa is a UK regis-
tered charity that sends experi-
enced surgeons on missions to the
African NOMA belt stretching
from Nigeria to Ethiopia each
year at a cost of $65,000 per trip
and which desperately needs fur-
ther funds to continue its essen-
tial work.”

Jane says the charity is actively
supported in the Cayman Islands
by Stuarts Attorneys, Krys &
Associates, dms Management
Itd., RBC Wealth Management,
Tower Marketing, among others
and confirms that a number
of fund raising events will be
organised in support of this
worthwhile cause including this
charity run.

“The marathon will include off
trail experiences aroundthe island
with a percentage of all monies
raised being donated to the local
Paediatric Ward at George Town
Hospital,” she explains.

Ken gives further insight to
the run itself: “The name will
give you a clue that this will not
be an ordinary running event
along major road arteries, but
will involve some cross-country
running and also will traverse
sections of the Island | expect the
typical runner will not have seen,
or at least will not have raced
through!”

Read more on Cayman’s good
corporate citizens next month in
The Journal.

People who know Cayman love it
and the more they know about what
the rest of the world has to offer, the
more they love Cayman.

The DeckHouses at Dragon Bay
were meant to be an amalgam of all
that is the best in the region brought
home and improved in Cayman. As
the first owners moved in, it seems
that lofty expectation was exceeded.

These new owners are delighted
with their decision to make the
Cayman Islands their home.

Looking relaxed, fit, and happy,
Gail Sadler gladly extolled the virtues
of life as a DeckHouse owner as she
sat in a private cabana at the beach of
The Ritz-Carlton, Grand Cayman.

Originally ~ from  Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, Mrs. Sadler’s main resi-
dence is in Littleton, Colorado.

A long-time visitor to the Cayman
Islands who fell in love with the
country on her first visit 13 years ago,
Mrs. Sadler says she already feels
connected to her new home at The
DeckHouses.

“It’s like the whole vibe of the
island has seeped into my house. |
can’t describe it in any other way,”
she said.

When asked if she was happy with
the new home, she said “Happy does
not begin to describe it. It is too small
a word, I am speechless.”

Feeling relaxed and refreshed after
her first stay in her new home, Mrs.
Sadler is anticipating spending more
time in Cayman in the months and
years to come.

Asked why she and her husband
chose Cayman for a vacation home
location, she said, “We’ve been to
many other beautiful places, but in my
opinion, nothing else compares.”

A feeling of peace, safety and secu-
rity in Cayman is key for another
DeckHouse owner who has also
just moved into her new home, but
has lived in the Cayman Islands for
the past 11 years. Originally from
Trinidad, she lived in France and
Toronto before moving here.

Cayman, she says, is her “ideal”
location as she was tired of the North
American lifestyle and missed the
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Latest trends

Going green and become
energy efficient doesnt just
help save the planet, it also
saves money. Scott Murray,
electrical sales administrator
with Mega Systems gives The
Journal the most up-to-date
information when it comes to
greening homes in Cayman.
Second in a series of articles.

Are renewable energy sys-
tems easy to install and
run?

Renewable energy systems should
be designed and installed by trained
professionals primarily due to the
voltages that can be involved in this
modern equipment. There is very
little maintenance to perform on an
installed solar PV system as there
are few moving parts. Operating the
system can be as simple as monitoring
the system performance on a regular
basis and possibly having to rinse of
the panels occasionally to remove dirt
or debris.

Other energy efficiency measures
can be implemented quite easily.
Converting to energy efficient lighting
is as simple as replacing an incandes-
cent bulb with an LED bulb, no spe-
cial wiring or tools are required. LED
bulbs use up to 80 per cent less energy
than conventional bulbs and run cool,
thus reducing on your air conditioning
costs as well.

What are the latest trends
in greening a home, and
looking forward?

Using the whole house concept to
design and construct Net Zero energy
buildings is the way of the future.
The whole-house systems approach
considers the interaction between the
occupants, the building site, climate



