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CARIFTA’s not on track
Ron shIllIngFoRd
ron@cfp.ky

There is an outside 
chance that the Cayman Is-
lands may host the CARIFTA 
Games track tournament for 
the second successive year 
because St. Kitts, the original 
choice, decided just before 
Christmas not to host it. 

This year’s CARIFTA 
Games scheduled for 22-24 
April is in serious jeopardy of 
suffering a historic cancella-
tion. This follows a number 
of potential hosts turning 
down the chance to stage 
the region’s marquee junior 
track and field meet, which 
is traditionally held over the 
Easter weekend.

It would be the first time 
in its 40-year history that the 
CARIFTA Games, the first in-
ternational exposure for the 
region’s top junior athletes, 
would not be staged. And with 
only three months to go, a de-

cision must be made soon.
The Bahamas was looking 

over the possibility of staging 
the meet, but track  officials 
in Nassau took a firm deci-
sion last Thursday not to host 
the event that attracts close to 
1,000 athletes, plus a comple-
mentary number of officials.

Bahamas withdrew their 
candidature because they 
had not received a written 
commitment from the North 

America, Central America & 
Caribbean Track & Field As-
sociation with less than three 
months to go before the meet.

Trinidad and Tobago are 
a potential host, but Ephraim 
Serrette, president of Trinidad’s 
National Amateur Athletic As-
sociation, has emphatically 
stated that the twin-island re-
public is also not in a position 
to stage the meet.

He claimed that a host 

needs over a year for proper 
planning, and it would be im-
possible to stage the event 
now. That’s despite Cayman 
successfully hosting CAR-
IFTA last year on only seven 
months’ notice. 

Jamaica also turned 
down the chance to stage 
the Games because it fell too 
near to its International Invi-
tational two weeks later and 
they feel they do not have the 
capacity to host two major 
events so close to each other.

Rayle Roberts, president 
of the Cayman Islands Ath-
letic Association, said: “We 
probably won’t host the 
Games this year unless there 
is a strong injection of funds 
from NACAC. It’s too late to 
get major sponsors in and 
it is very expensive to stage. 
The cheapest place to stage it 
is probably the eastern Carib-
bean so it could be Trinidad, 
although the Bahamas is still 
a possibility.”

Krys enjoyed his chilling run
Ron shIllIngFoRd
ron@cfp.ky

Ultra-distance running 
is not everyone’s idea of 
sporting heaven, but for busi-
nessman Ken Krys it is a per-
fect way to get out of comfort 
zone, stay fit and combat the 
elements and test himself to 
the limits.

The Canadian adven-
turer can boast running the 
Marathon des Sables, the 
world’s toughest organised 
run, in 2009 and just for pre-
Christmas ‘fun’ he did the Ice 
Marathon in Antarctica last 
month. In minus-10 degree 
temperatures, Krys braved 
the freezing conditions and 
ran the 26.2 mile race in 
around 5 hours 50 minutes. 
“It was a nice sunny day, so 
the conditions weren’t too 
bad,” he said. “I was intending 
to do the 100km run the next 
day but thought I had better 

get the plane home because 
the next one might not have 
left for another five days and 
that would have been cutting 
it too close to Christmas.”

Krys ran with Tristan 
Miller, the Run Like Crazy 
athlete who was completing 
his 51st marathon in as many 
weeks. Miller was about an 
hour faster than Krys in the 
Ice Marathon and he did his 
final marathon of 2010 in his 

home city of Melbourne, Aus-
tralia on 27 December. 

If not for sponsorship 
from Krys, Miller would not 
have been able to complete all 
52 marathons for the year and 
raise money for various chari-
ties, mainly Facing Africa. 

“Tristan’s project was very 
expensive... all that travel-
ling and accommodation is 
costly, even on a pinch,” said 
Krys. “So I was happy to help 

him reach his pinnacle. It’s 
not often Cayman can get 
involved in such a worthy 
project which has such wide 
ramifications. We’ve had 
great feedback about Tris-
tan’s fundraising.”

Meanwhile, Krys is in 
training for the Boston Mara-
thon in April and then plans 
to tough it out in a five-day 
run through the Amazon 
forest in October. 

Evergreenies
thank Beck

The Village Greenies cur-
tain raiser for their 2011 
cricket season was the third 
annual Sixes tournament, at 
the Smith Road Oval on a 
bright, sunny day. 

The event doubled as a 
tribute for Alex Horner, a 
popular lady cricketer, who 
had passed away tragically 
the previous week. Mem-
bers of her family and her fi-
ance Nick Quin’s were prom-
inently in attendance, as a 
tearful minute’s silence pre-
ceded the ladies six-a-side 
match in her honour.

Big hitting was the order 
of the day, with Frankie Hinds 
leading the way with seven 
sixes, still inadequate to help 
the Grumpy Old Guys to a vic-
tory. National players Abali 
Hoilett (a total of 57 unbeaten 
runs with three sixes) and 
Sasha de Alwis (two sixes) also 
made the bowlers sweat. The 
poor bowlers were generally 
toiling but honourable men-
tion amongst the carnage goes 
to Quin with 3-9 in 2 overs.

Dickie’s Daredevils, fea-
turing three of the Quin sons, 
looked down and out against 
a Hoggyless Hoggy’s Heroes 
but inspired bowling by Nick 
Quin (2-4) and Dickie Thomas 
(1-4) enabled them to squeak 
home by the narrowest of 
margins. In the other group, 
good all-round play by Jerry 
Beck’s Evergreenies, enabled 
them to progress comfort-
ably to the final.

In the final itself, in front 
of a capacity crowd, continued 
tight bowling kept the Dare-
devils on a tight leash and 
48-2 in 5 overs seemed an 
under-par total. At 16-1 after 2 
overs, the game looked nicely 
poised until, cometh the hour 
cometh the man, captain Beck 

smote a hugely impressive 25 
in 7 balls, taking a distinct 
liking to Tom ‘Not So Mighty’ 
Quin’s bowling. 

Three huge sixes to leg  
were as impressive as they 
were atypical. Beck modestly 
attributed his power hitting 
to “porridge for breakfast”. 
Beck’s whirlwind cameo just 
bettered an earlier dynamic 
innings from Saffas Marco of 
24 from 7 balls.

Overall, it was an enter-
taining day’s cricket with 
worthy winners, the Ever-
greenies, comprising of Beck, 
Chris Palmer, Warren ‘Wazza’ 
Urquhart, Jeff Alban, Jon 
Marsh and Dreadsy Glyde. 
Alex’s spirit would have rev-
elled in the fun and camara-
derie of the day.

On a slightly sour note, a 
large Heineken cooler seems 
to have been stolen and 
hopefully it can be returned 
to its rightful home.

Ennis anxious
BBC

World heptathlon cham-
pion Jessica Ennis ad-
mits she is already feeling 
the burden of expectation 
ahead of next year’s Olympic 
Games in London.

The Sheffield star, 24, de-
fends her world crown in 
South Korea in August. But 
she said she was already 
conscious of “a buzz” sur-
rounding the Olympics in the 
summer of 2012. 

“With it being next year, 
it’s quite scary. I suppose it 
puts quite a lot of pressure 
on you if everyone expects 
you to bring home a gold 
medal,” she said. 

Ennis began her season in 
her hometown last weekend, 
at the English Institute of 
Sport, competing in three in-
dividual events including the 
shot put, where she recorded 
an indoors personal best. 

“The shot put has al-
ways been an event that’s not 
come as naturally as run-
ning and jumping, so to open 
up with 14.11 metres is re-
ally good,” she said. Ennis 
hopes to achieve a new per-
sonal best points tally, with 
Denise Lewis’s British record 
of 6,831 points the target.

It would be the first 
time in its 40-year 
history that the 
CARIFTA Games, the 
first international 
exposure for the 
region’s top junior 
athletes, would 
not be staged.

The Caribbean’s finest junior athletes compete in CARIFTA. – PHOTO: RON SHILLINGFORD

Roberts is willing to stage CARIFTA 
again - with the right support.

Miller was about an 
hour faster than Krys 
in the Ice Marathon 
and he did his final 
marathon of 2010 
in his home city of 
Melbourne, Australia 
on 27 December. Krys was supportive of Miller. – 

PHOTOS: RON SHILLINGFORD Miller did the Cayman Marathon too.

The event doubled 
as a tribute for Alex 
Horner, a popular 
lady cricketer, 
who had passed 
away tragically the 
previous week.

Ennis began her 
season in her 
hometown last 
weekend, at the 
English Institute of 
Sport, competing 
in three individual 
events including the 
shot put, where she 
recorded an indoors 
personal best. 

Beck had a great knock. – PHOTO: 

RON SHILLINGFORD




