
ESTABLISHED 1965

www.caycompass.com

– 50 CENTS –
TUESDAY 4 OCTOBER 2011  

QUICK WEATHER
See fi ve-day forecast on page 4

TODAY TONIGHT

HIGH: LOW:87° 77°

A couple of 
showers and a 
thunderstorm

A couple of 
showers and a 
thunderstorm

Plane crashes         
into Ferris wheel 
An ultra-light plane crashed 
into a Ferris wheel at a rural 
festival in eastern Australia 
on Saturday, trapping two 
children on the ride and 
two people in the aircraft 
for hours. There were no 
serious injuries.  
READ MORE ON caycompass.com
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Couple marries           
in unique way
The Cayman Islands is 
often called one of the 
most romantic places on 
earth, but it’s always nice 
to be reminded why. Martin 
Crumbley and Christy 
Wolcott of Georgia have 
become the latest tourists 
to prove that point during a 
recent dive to the Oro Verde.

OPINION – PAGE 4

Beware of potential 
October storms
Even though we’ve had an 
active hurricane season with 
16 named storms already in 
the Atlantic Basin, it’s been 
very quiet in Cayman’s part 
of the Caribbean. That could 
change this month.

SPORTS | PAGE 14

HAINES DASHING  
FOR NEW BUS 
Derek Haines will run for charity again

LOCAL | PAGE 3

HR SOCIETY            
ASKED FOR INPUT 
Group involved in public/private consultations

October looks to regain 
wettest month status
ALAN MARKOFF
alan@cfp.ky

The deluge on Grand Cayman on 
Monday morning served as a good 
reminder that one of the rainiest 
months of the year had arrived.

Historically, it rains more in 
September and October than any 
other months. Statistically October 
used to be the wettest month of the 
year here, but that’s been surpassed 
slightly by September in the recent 
statistics. 

The 30-year monthly average 
rainfall between 1971 and 2000 for 
October was 8.55 inches of rain, 
while for September it was 8.04 

inches. However, the 30-year rainfall 
monthly average between 1981 and 
2010, which the National Weather 
Service started using this year, has 
September at 8.74 inches, slightly 
above October’s 8.63 inches.

This year, there’s good chance 
October will surpass September’s 
rainfall significantly because only 
5.6 inches of rain fell last month.

Cayman Islands National 

Weather Service Meteorologist 
Avalon Porter said Grand Cayman’s 
forecast calls for between a half 
inch and an inch of rain every day 
through Wednesday.

“There may be a slight clearing 
Tuesday afternoon,” he said, adding, 
however, that more rain is expected 
Wednesday before things start to 
clear up on Thursday.

The rainfall will be welcomed 

by farmers. For the second time in 
three years, Cayman experienced 
considerably less rainfall than av-
erage through the first three quar-
ters of the year. Cayman was 
heading for a record low rainfall 
amount in 2009 before 9.54 inches 
fell in September and a whopping 
16.16 inches fell in October, helping 
to bring the total for the year to 
49.99 inches, just a little below the 
average of 56.18 inches. So far this 
year, only 25.80 inches of rain have 
fallen through the end of September. 
If just the average amount of rain 
falls the rest of the year, only 43.27 
inches will fall for the entire year, 23 
per cent less than average.

For the second time in three years, Cayman 
experienced considerably less rainfall than average 
through the first three quarters of the year. 

Taking on mighty Amazon for charity
EUGENE BONTHUYS
eugene@cfp.ky

Doing a marathon might be 
enough of a challenge for many, 
but not for local businessman and 
runner Ken Krys. After taking on the 
Marathon des Sables, a run through 
the Sahara Desert in 2009, and par-
ticipating in the Antarctica run in 
2010, Mr. Krys will be taking on the 
jungles of Brazil this time around.

The Jungle Marathon takes run-
ners through the Amazon, with Mr. 
Krys taking on the longer 220 kilo-
metre run, which will take place in 
six stages. Runners have to carry 
their own food, clothing and even 
their own hammock to sleep in be-
tween stages. It even includes one 
gruelling 89 kilometre overnight 
stage.

“I decided I needed a change 
of scenery. Actually, a colleague of 
mine on the Antarctica run sug-
gested the Jungle run and it seemed 
like too good of a challenge to pass 
by,” said Mr. Krys. Ken Krys has taken part in endurance events all over the world, including Cayman.  
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TOP MARKS 
FOR EXTERNAL 
EXAMS 
Education officials 

encouraged by results

STUART WILSON
stuart@cfp.ky

Year 12 students in 2011 
have achieved the highest ever 
external examination results re-
corded for the government edu-
cation system.

The success is being attrib-
uted to several new approaches 
to educating by the Min-
istry, which youngsters are re-
sponding to.

Chief Officer in the Min-
istry of Education Mary Ro-
drigues said, “The pass rate 
represents a significant im-
provement over last year’s re-
sults and continues a trend of  
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The race will offer up 
challenges that neither the 
scorching deserts nor the 
arctic wastes presented.

“Videos I have seen indi-
cate that we will be running 
through rivers and swamps 
with water as high as our 
necks infested with snakes, 
spiders and reptiles,” said Mr. 
Krys. The heat and humidity 
will also pose a problem, as 
Mr. Krys said the runners’ 
gear never dries out and run-
ners also face potential issues 
with their feet.

“Also wildlife and the 
living conditions generally 
will be a challenge. I am told 
that the greatest concern for 
runners is being charged by 
wild pigs,” said Mr. Krys.

With all the challenges 
and dangers an event like this, 
the question Mr. Krys is asked 
most often is; why does he do 
it? “I think the greatest thing I 
learn is that a person can do 
whatever he puts his mind to. 
Also, having an opportunity to 
run in such fascinating places 
gives you a sense of perspec-
tive about the world we live in 
and our place in it,” he said.

Through his participa-
tion in the Jungle Marathon 
Mr. Krys will be raising funds 
and awareness for the charity 
Facing Africa and for the Na-
tional Council for Volunteer 

Organisations. 
Facing Africa helps with 

the treatment of NOMA, a de-
bilitating disease that leaves 
its victims, usually young chil-
dren, severely disfigured and 
requiring facial reconstructive 
surgery to regain basic func-
tions. The disease also has a 
high rate of mortality.

“I have found that the 
cause of helping kids in Africa 
who have NOMA is gratifying 
and I have been pleased with 
the efforts made so far by doc-
tors and surgeons in the UK to 
give kids in Africa a better life. 
The NCVO is an organisation 
that I have been involved with 
as treasurer for over 10 years 
and have seen the benefits 
it provides to foster children 
and other children in the com-
munity. Any proceeds I collect 
for this run will be split 50:50 
for each,” said Mr Krys.

Mr. Krys said that running 
for a charity gave additional 
purpose and motivation to his 
endeavours.  “To be able to run 
for charity allows me to help 
other people while challenging 
myself to be a better person.”

The run will take place 
from 6 to 15 October and an-
yone interested in sponsoring 
the endeavour to benefit 
Facing Africa and the NCVO 
can contact peggy.basdeo@
krys-global.com for further 
details.

Taking on mighty 
Amazon for charity

improvement nationally.”
On a national level, 45 

per cent of Year 12 students 
in 2011 attained five or more 
Level 2 passes (A*-C [GCSE/
IGCSE] or 1-3 [CXC]) in ex-
ternal examinations. Just 
five years ago, in 2007, the 
figures stood at 27 per cent. 
This represents a differ-
ence of 84 students across 
schools meeting that target 
in 2007 and 154 doing so in 
2011, Mrs. Rodrigues said.

In 2008, the national 
average for government 
schools was 28 per cent. 
However, since 2008, results 
have shown significant im-
provement, rising to 38 per 
cent in 2009 and 39 per cent 
in 2010.

In Grand Cayman, a year 
group of 310 students saw 
43 per cent of the students 
achieve five or more Level 
2 passes, while in the Brac, 
students at the Layman E. 
Scott Senior High School 
performed the national av-
erage, with a 66 per cent 
pass rate in a year group of 
32.

The percentage of stu-
dents achieving honours 
status – with seven or more 
Level 2 passes, also im-
proved in 2011, with 22 per 
cent/76 students achieving 
this standard. Of that 
number, 62 attended John 
Gray High School or Cayman 

Islands Further Education 
Centre in Grand Cayman 
and a further 14 were from 
the Layman E. Scott High 
School in Cayman Brac.

Minister for Education 
Rolston Anglin shared ex-
ternal examination results 
with educators in the Sister 
Islands and Grand Cayman 
at the Ministry’s official 
launch of the new school 
year.

“Standards matter,” Min-
ister Anglin said. “Behind 
every percentage point in-
crease are children whose 
life chances have improved, 
because they have reached 
an important threshold for 
further studies or the world 
of work. These results tell 
us that Caymanian students 
can achieve at a high level 
and that our system can im-
prove. We must believe that 
every child can, should and 
will learn.”

Chief Education Officer 
Shirley Wahler said the sig-
nificance of what has been 
achieved in 2011 becomes 
clear when the results are 
compared with performance 
in previous years. 

“In 2005, for example, 
only 23 per cent of students 
in Grand Cayman achieved 
five or more Level 2 passes,” 
Mrs Wahler said. 

More recently, the re-
sults came in at 25 per cent 
in 2007 and 27 per cent in 

2008, rising to 36 per cent 
in 2009 and 37 per cent in 
2010.

“In Cayman Brac, re-
sults have topped 60 per 
cent before, with students 
attaining 65 per cent in 
both 2006 and 2010,” Mrs. 
Wahler said.

She said in other years, 
results have varied be-
tween 45 and 48 per cent on 
Cayman Brac.

Mrs. Rodrigues said a 
more detailed analysis of 
results and other perform-
ance data is being final-
ised for use by the Depart-
ment of Education Services 
and in schools. This will 
identify specific strengths 
and weaknesses, as well as 
to set targets for improve-
ment, by school, subject and 
teacher.

She said the Depart-
ment of Education Services, 
through the work of newly 
appointed senior school 
improvement officers, has 
been tasked with engaging 

schools to develop addi-
tional strategies for im-
proving results in 2012. 

Mrs. Rodrigues elabo-
rated on some of the strat-
egies being employed to af-
fect more positive results: 
“When students meet with 
success, we know it has 
come with a lot of effort on 
their part and with caring, 
challenge and support from 
their teachers. Our schools 
on Grand Cayman have 
taken the lead from best 
practice elsewhere to pro-
vide much greater struc-
ture in terms of examina-
tion preparation. Classes 
are now allocated for school 
based assessment, rather 
than requiring students to 
work on the tasks at home. 
Much greater emphasis is 
placed on the use of past pa-
pers and examination ques-
tions – and from the very 
outset of the course rather 
than leaving it to the end. 
Targets are now set for 
departments to strive to 

achieve based on the stu-
dents’ prior performance 
and predicted outcomes. In 
addition, revision classes, 
revision guides and online 
study sites are being used 
more extensively to sup-
port the students’ revision 
practice.”

Other factors positively 
affecting results include the 
restructuring of the educa-
tion system, with the imple-
mentation of CIFEC or Year 
12 programme in September 
2010. The 2011 Year 12 
group was the first to ben-
efit from being able to re-sit 
exams taken in Year 11, as 
well as to take new exams 
in their final year. 

This has been a suc-
cessful practice in Cayman 
Brac, according to officials 
in the Education Ministry, 
who added that previously, 
students had one shot at 
exams and that determined 
their future.

This Year 12 was also 

the first group of students 
to have the opportunity to 
gain college credits through 
AP classes or attendance at 
UCCI. They were able to un-
dertake A Level studies as 
well; all the while still in 
their final year of compul-
sory schooling.

Ensuring that all stu-
dents are now entered for at 
least seven exams has also 
helped to increase results.

“From 2001-2009 stu-
dents were only entered for 
an average of four subjects, 
so previously many of our 
students wouldn never have 
had the chance to make 
the standard of 5 Level 2 
passes,” Mrs. Rodrigues 
said. She added that there 
is still over 50 per cent of 
students in the government 
system who the Ministry is 
determined to get up to the 
standard of 5 or more level 
2 passes, through continued 
focus on strategy, communi-
cation and data.

“Behind every percentage point increase  
are children whose life chances have 
improved, because they have reached an 
important threshold for further studies        
or the world of work.” 
 

ROLSTON ANGLIN, Education Minister

Top marks for external exams 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Obama: Congress 
should vote on jobs bill

WASHINGTON (AP) –President 
Barack Obama demanded 
Monday that Congress vote 
on his jobs legislation 
package this month despite 
signs that the full measure 
faces stiff resistance. “I’m 
ready to sign it,” the presi-
dent said.

A leading House Repub-
lican, however, says that 
while lawmakers will vote on 
elements of the president’s 
jobs bill, his broad $447 bil-
lion proposal will not be con-
sidered in its entirety.

“This all or nothing ap-
proach is unreasonable,” said 
House Majority Leader Eric 
Cantor of Virginia.

The White House says it 
is not prepared to bargain 
away aspects of the bill at 
this point, and senior admin-
istration officials seemed in-
tent on putting Republicans 
on the spot by insisting on a 
vote on the complete Obama 
bill. Since introducing the bill 
three weeks ago, the presi-
dent has mounted a steady 
public campaign on behalf 
of his bill, trying to cast Con-
gress and Republicans in 
particular as obstacles.

“What we don’t see the 
need to do is negotiate 

away aspects of the bill that 
are non-controversial, are 
broadly supported by the 
American public, broadly 
supported by Democrats and 
Republicans, before there is 
a chance to vote on the bill,” 
White House spokesman Jay 
Carney said.

Underscoring that point, 
Obama told reporters at the 
start of a Cabinet meeting 
Monday that Republicans 
must spell out what aspects 
of his plan they agree with 
and which they reject. “They 
should tell us what it is that 
they’re not willing to go for,” 
he said.

Republicans did detail 
what elements of Obama’s 
plan they would support in a 
16 September memorandum. 
And on Monday, Cantor iden-
tified legislation that the 
House would act on this 
month, including repealing 
a law requiring the govern-
ment to withhold 3 percent 
of nearly all payments made 
to contractors, ratifying 
trade agreements with South 
Korea, Colombia and Panama, 
eliminating burdensome reg-
ulations and boosting the 
ability of small businesses to 
obtain capital.

In a letter to the presi-
dent Monday, House Repub-
lican leaders said Obama’s 
jobs bill “represents oppor-
tunities for common ground 
between Democrats and Re-
publicans.” The letter asked 
Obama to consider their reg-
ulatory measures and “that in 
the spirit of putting country 
before party, you will call 
on the Senate to follow the 
House in passing these meas-
ures, and commit to signing 
them into law should they 
reach your desk.”

Obama’s jobs plan would 
reduce payroll taxes on 
workers and employers, ex-
tend benefits to long-term 
unemployed people, spend 
money on public works 
projects and help states 
and local governments keep 
teachers, police officers and 
firefighters on the job. He 
would pay for the plan with 
tax increases on wealthier 
Americans and by closing 
corporate loopholes.

But officials said there 
have been no high-level dis-
cussions to narrow the bill to 
areas of common ground.

Republicans have opposed 
the spending initiatives and, 
along with even some Dem-

ocrats, have rejected the tax 
increases that Obama would 
use to pay for the expense of 
the bill.

Sen. Dick Durbin, the No. 
2 Democrat in the Senate, 
said the president’s bill 
lacked the 60 votes that are 
typically needed to overcome 
procedural obstacles. The Il-
linois senator said some of 
the tax measures faced re-
sistance within his own 
party. And some Senate Dem-
ocrats, including West Vir-
ginia Sen. Joe Manchin and 
Pennsylvania Sen. Bob Casey, 
have raised questions about 
the size of the $447 billion 
package.

Manchin and Casey face 
re-election next year.

Senior administration of-
ficials dismissed those con-
cerns, however, saying it was 
unclear how those Democrats 
would eventually vote.

Those officials, who spoke 
on the condition of ano-
nymity to discuss strategy, 
said that while the White 
House may not be able con-
trol the actions of congres-
sional Republicans, they can 
try to portray the GOP as 
a scapegoat if the jobs bill 
doesn’t pass.
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